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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times: “Bennett captures the flavor of a time when whole families… would gather on Saturday night for a time of fun and dancing at the community dance hall.”
DANCE, Y’ALL, DANCE
by Kelly Bennett
A two-steppin’, swingin’, & twirlin’ romp

 sure to get your toes a-tappin’ and your heart a-singin’

With a little bit of history and a whole lot of fun, Dance, Y’all, Dance tells the story of one perfect night at the dance hall. Told in a rollicking two-step rhythm, we see the whole community drop their cares and come together for some foot-tappin’ action. It recreates the excitement of Saturday nights way back when people of all ages gathered together, sharing news, enjoying each other, caring for and supporting each other. Country music and dance are threads that wind through America’s pioneering years and still bind us together. 
Dance, Y’all, Dance bubbled up in author Kelly Bennett while she was taking Country Swing Dance lessons in Katy, Texas. She became increasingly interested in the history of western swing and the dance halls. Gruene Hall in Gruene, Texas, is one of the oldest dance halls in the country, and in the not-too-distant past, dance halls just like it were the hub of community in rural areas. 

An Author’s Note provides educators with material for class discussions on early American settlers, creating communities and the history of country music and dance. Illustrator Terri Murphy’s nuanced and delightful western historical details let Sallie and Beau and their family and friends dance right into young readers’ hearts and imaginations. Yee-haw! Dance, y’all, dance!
Kelly Bennett is the award-winning author of many books for children including Not Norman: A Goldfish Story, and most recently: Your Daddy Was Just Like You (March 2010) and Dad and Pop: An Ode to Fathers & Stepfathers (April 2010). She holds a Master’s Degree in Writing for Children and Young Adults from Vermont College of Fine Arts. Kelly divides her time between Houston, Texas, and Jakarta, Indonesia, sharing her passion for story and writing with children and adults.  
Terri Murphy studied at the American Academy of Art in Chicago and worked as a graphic designer before beginning children’s illustration. She serves as the representative in Illinois for the SCBWI Illustrators Network and creates illustrations for an ever-growing list of clients. Find out more about Terri at www.terrimurphyart.com.
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